Overall, I enjoyed using this book, and was able to navigate quickly and efficiently through the various chapters. The book is logically organized, well-structured and well-written. The quality of the illustrations is generally good. Some chapters contain nice schematic drawings (for example chapter 4 on vascular malformations). Most of the cross-sectional images are straightforward computed tomography scans and standard magnetic resonance images. Somewhat to my regret, the book contains relatively few examples of newer imaging techniques, such as volumetric computed tomography scanning, computed tomography angiography, perfusion imaging, susceptibility-weighted imaging, functional magnetic resonance imaging or diffusion tensor imaging with fiber tracking. Admittedly, some of these techniques are still in the investigational phase, but others are rapidly becoming part of routine daily practice in neuroradiology. However, given the extremely rapid evolution of technical developments in neuroradiology in recent years, this drawback is probably unavoidable, and inherent to a fast-changing field. I was somewhat disappointed by the references that the authors provide at the end of each subsection; though they certainly cite landmark papers, many references are (too) old, and certainly there are newer and comprehensive reference articles available for many topics. However, these minor drawbacks can easily be remedied should the authors decide to publish a second edition.
To summarize, I greatly enjoyed being given the opportunity to review this handy and easy-to-use book. I am convinced that 'Brain Imaging' will prove to be of great value to radiology residents during their neuroradiology rotation, as well as to neuroradiology fellows, and in preparing for Board examinations. Even experienced and senior neuroradiologists will find 'Brain Imaging' useful as a quick reference. The strong points far outweigh the drawbacks, and I am convinced that this book will be successful. I would like to congratulate the authors, K Sartor, S Haehnel and B Kress, for a job well done.
